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HOUSE BI LL 3152

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives O Brien, MDonald, Cody, Mrrell, Flannigan,
Wal | ace, Sinpson, D., Wod, Chase, Santos and Edwards

Read first tinme 01/30/2004. Referred to Committee on Children &
Fam |y Services.

AN ACT Relating to housing for honeless veterans; adding a new
section to chapter 71.24 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. It is estimated that veterans constitute
nearly thirty percent of Wshington's honeless adult population.
According to the United States departnent of veterans affairs, veterans
are twice as likely as nonveterans to beconme honel ess. Wnen veterans
are four times as likely as nonveteran wonen to becone honel ess.
Honel ess veterans experience multiple barriers to enpl oynent, including
| ong-term honel essness, unenploynent, higher rates of hepatitis C,
physical and nental disability, posttraumatic stress disorder, and
subst ance abuse issues. \Wen veterans who are seriously nentally il
are honel ess and do not have access to stable, affordable housing and
the services they need, they frequently enter the crimnal justice
system or use costly energency services, including enmergency roons,
hospitals, nental health treatnent facilities, shelters, and other
services for crises that could have been avoi ded.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 71.24 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) It is the policy of this state and the purpose of this section
to facilitate and support the devel opnent and operation of housing for
homel ess nentally ill veterans who possess significant barriers to
their social reintegration due to nental illness, and the effects of
| ong-term honel essness that render them unable to share housing with
t he general honel ess popul ati on.

(2) The provision of housing exclusively for nentally ill veterans
who possess significant barriers to social reintegration and enpl oynment
is hereby authorized and shall not be considered unlawful

di scrimnation, notw thstanding any other provision of |aw.

(3) For the purposes of this section, "housing for nentally ill
veterans," neans energency, transitional, or permanent housing tied to
supportive services that assist nmentally ill veterans who possess
significant Dbarriers to social reintegration and enploynent in
stabilizing their lives and developing the skills and resources they
need to make successful transitions to independent, self-sufficient
lives.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The nental health division of the
departnment of social and health services shall establish a pilot
programto provide housing for fifty nmentally ill, honel ess veterans.
The pilot program shall be financed through the capturing of noneys
that otherw se would be spent on crimnal justice, hospital energency
room and other sources to serve nentally ill, honel ess veterans.

(2) The departnment of social and health services may adopt rules to
i npl emrent this section.

~-- END ---
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